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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 082748 
ORIGIN OES-06 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO PM-04 COME-OO DODE-OO NSF-02 
/023R 

DRAFTED BY OES/OFA/MST:WERB:LAC 
APPROVED BY OES/OFA/MST:WERB 
ARA/CAR JTHYDEN 

132013Z 058086 /40 

R 13181 1Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY NASSAU 

UNCLAS STATE 082748 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OCLR, BA 

SUBJECT: R/V VIRGINIA KEY PORT CALL 

1 . R/V VIRGINIA KEY, A PUBLIC VESSEL OPERATED BY THE 
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION, IS PLAN- 
NING TO MAKE A PORT CALL IN NASSAU FROM 16-17 MAY 1977. 

VIRGINIA KEY WILL BE OPERATING IN THE AREA OF THE UPPER 
ABACO CANYON IN SUPPORT OF THE LULU/ALVIN SUBMERSIBLE 
PROJECT BEING CONDUCTED BY WOODS HOLE OCEANOGRAPHIC INSTI- 
TUTION. ADDITIONAL PORT CALLS MAY BE REQUIRED FOR RESUPPLY 
AND LOGISTICS IN SUPPORT OF DIVING OPERATIONS. IF WEATHER 
CONDITIONS OR STANDBY PERIODS REQUIRE, VIRGINIA KEY WOULD 
LIKE PERMISSION TO LAY INSHORE OF GREAT ABACO ISLAND ANY- 
TIME BETWEEN 17-25 MAY. 

2. R/V VIRGINIA KEY IS 92 GROSS TONS, 65 FT. LONG AND HAS 

A 7 FT. DRAFT. MASTER OF VESSEL IS BURHAM NEIL AND THERE 
IS A CREW OF 3 AND SCIENTIFIC PARTY OF 4. RADIO CALL 
SIGN IS WTAV. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 082748 


3. RESEARCH CLEARANCE IS NOT REPEAT NOT REQUIRED FOR THE 
VIRGINIA KEY WHICH MAY AS A SECONDARY OBJECTIVE TAKE BOTTOM 
PHOTOGRAPHS USING A DEEP SEA CAMERA IN THE UPPER ABACO 
CANYON. 

4. ACTION: EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO SEEK PORT CALL 
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CLEARANCE FOR R/V VIRGINIA KEY REQUEST FOR 16-17 MAY 1977 
AT NASSAU AND PERMISSION ON A CONTINGENT BASIS FOR ADDI 
TIONAL PORT CALLS AND FOR ANCHORING OFF THE NORTHEAST 
SIDE OF GREAT ABACO ISLAND ANYTIME BETWEEN 17-25 MAY 1977. 

VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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